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In the focus groups, participants acknowledged that experience is key 
to being able to get a job.  And they recommended that services need 
to do all they can to make work placements and work experience available 
to the unemployed. However, they also noted that work placements 
cannot be used to replace paid jobs and that they should be relevant to 
the person’s training. It was also noted that the Government needs to 
lead by example and take unemployed people on themselves on work 
placements. 

The issue of self-employment was discussed and participants recommended 
that the process of starting your own business and getting access to 
funding for good ideas should be simplified. The lack of jobs had been 
noted as the nub of the crisis and to that end participants felt that job 
creation when it comes must be inclusive. 

  “The development of this document has been made possible as a result 
of co-funding from the European Commission under PROGRESS.  The 
European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made 
with the information contained in this document.”  


