Introduction to Social Welfare

If you lose your job you should immediately contact your local
Social Welfare Office where you can apply for Unemployment
Benefit (UB) or Unemployment Assistance (UA). This is very
important as any delay in making your claim could result in a
loss of payment. The address of your local Social Welfare
Office is listed in the green pages of the telephone directory.

Unemployment Benefit (UB) and Unemployment Assistance
(UA) are the two main unemployment payments. For both
payments you must be:

Resident in the Irish Republic

16 or over for Unemployment Benefit entitlement and 18
or over for entitlement to Unemployment Assistance

Unemployed for at least 3 days out of any consecutive 6
days

Available for, Capable of and Genuinely Seeking Full-time
work

Available for, Capable of and

Genuinely Seeking Work

In order to qualify for and to continue to receive UA or
UB, you must be seeking and available to take-up full-
time work. Genuinely Seeking Work legislation means
that you must be willing to accept any reasonable
offer of employment and/or training. Any reasonable
offer of employment should, initially, be appropriate to
your skills, qualifications and experience (see also
Check List on back page).

|:| Contact the INOU or your local resource centre if you
believe you are being treated unfairly.

The INOU Book: “Working For Work”
contains further information on
Your Welfare Rights Entitlements.

Unemployment Benefit (UB)

Your entitlement to UB is based on the number of relevant
PRSI paid or credited contributions (what used to be known as
stamps) you have. PRSI contributions can be paid (when you
are working) or credited (when you are signing-on the Live
Register).

You are entitled to Unemployment Benefit if you have:

Experienced a loss of employment of at least one day and
a loss of income

52 weeks paid contributions since starting work
and either

39 weeks paid or credited contributions in the Relevant
Tax Year * or

26 weeks paid contributions in the Relevant Tax Year®
and

26 weeks paid contributions in the Tax Year prior to the
Relevant Tax Year *

If you have 26 paid contributions since your last UB claim
finished you may be entitled to Unemployment Benefit

The amount you receive on UB will be based on your average
weekly gross earnings. You will be entitled to the full UB rate
if your weekly wages in the relevant tax/contribution® year
was at least €150.

* The relevant tax/contribution year is determined by your

contributions in the tax year two years prior to the year you are
making your claim for an unemployment payment, ie for making a
claim for UB in 2004, the relevant tax/contribution year is 2002,
and the number of paid or credited contributions you made in 2002
determines your entitlement to UB in 2004.

Collecting Your Payment

UA and UB payments are made weekly. You can choose to receive
your payment through either:

The Post Office

Cheque

Paid directly into your Bank account

If you have any difficulty in receiving your payment contact the INOU
or your local Resource Centre.

Unemployment Assistance (UA)

If you do not have enough PRSI contributions to qualify for a
UB payment you may be entitled to UA if you satisfy a means
test.

Means Test

When assessing a claim, the following are taken into account
in the means test:

Cash Income Property

Capital Benefit and Privilege

Almost all of your cash income will be taken into account.
There are some exceptions which include Child Benefit and
Rent or Mortgage Interest Supplement. You may also be
entitled to earn a certain amount of money from paid
employment before your payment is affected. This is called an
income disregard. The value of any property, other than your
own home, investments, savings and capital can be assessed
in the means test. Benefit and Privilege is an assessment of
the benefit received from living with parents (not including
those who are over 27 years old).

Your means of income will determine:
Whether you are entitled to a UA payment
and if you are

The weekly rate of your UA payment

O You should maintain a record of bank statements or
accounts as these may be required.

— 2004 Maximum Payment Rates —

Unemployment | Unemployment
Assistance Benefit
Personal Rate €134.80 €134.80
Qualified Adult Rate € 89.40 € 89.40
Each Child Dependent Rate € 16.80 € 16.80
Each Half Child Dependent Rate € 8.40 € 840
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Secondary Benefits When you are making your claim you will need to bring proof

Welfare Rights
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|:| If you have any questions about your entitlements contact

This leaflet is supported by: your local resource centre or the INOU.

The National Lottery
INOU, Araby House, 8 Nth Richmond St, Dublin 1.

Phone 01-856 0088. E-mail address: welfareinfo@inou.ie.
Fax 01-856 0090. Website: www.inou.ie




